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Mike Lavallee and Mike Powell Advance to the 2017
B.A.S.S. Nation Championship, Utah State Team
Finishes in 3rd Place.

The Utah BASS Nation State Team rolled into Clear Lake CA 19-21 April as the defending western
divisional champions and looking to retain the title and win another boat. The event unfolded with picture per-
fect weather with warm temperatures and minimal wind. Chase Colby set the pace for the boaters on Day 1
with a 5 fish limit for 12 Ibs 11 ounces good for second place with Bill Brown in 4th and Mike Lavallee in 6th.
On the nonboater side of things Mike Powell was leading the entire field on the strength of a 3 fish limit for 7
Ibs 12 ounces with Randy (peaches) Pierson and Cory Stovall less than 2 Ibs behind him. Team Utah served
notice to the team title and was sitting in first place with 145 Ib 9 ounce total team weight, but it was going to
be a tight race with less than 3 Ibs separating 1st place and 4th place.

On Day 2 things shuffled up a bit for the boaters with Don Allphin moving into the mix and sitting in 4th
place overall on the strength of a 7+ Ib gorgeous spotted bass with Justin Hicks, Chase Colby, Bill Brown and
Mike Lavallee close on his heels and less than 2.5 Ibs behind. On the nonboater side of things Mike Powell
was steadfast as always with Cory Stovall and Terry Peterson less than 1.5 Ibs behind. Day 3 was setting up
to be a wide open shoot out when the field was cut to the top 21 boaters and nonboaters competing for the
$31,000 in cash payouts along with the chance for the #1 boater and #1 nonboater from each state to ad-
vance to the 2017 National Championship and the opportunity to compete in the 2018 BASSMASTER Classic.
The Utah BASS Nation once again advanced the most anglers into the final day (5 boaters and 3 nonboaters)
for the second year in a row.

Mike Lavallee stayed solid and brought in another 5 fish limit weighing 11 Ibs 5 ounces and garnering
a 5th place overall finish in the tournament with a total weight of 31 Ibs 9 ounce and captured the #1 boater
position for Utah. Mike Powell maintained his rock solid performance and led the Utah nonboaters on Day 3
with three fish for 5 Ibs 14 ounces for a total weight of 18 Ibs 15 ounces eclipsing Cory Stovall by 12 ounces
to seal his victory.

Thanks to everyone for working hard, staying focused and contributing everyday and enabling the
TEAM to finish in 3rd place.

Please wish Mike Lavallee and Mike Powell good luck when you see them, they will both be representing Utah
at the 2017 BASS Nation Championship at Lake Hartwell, South Carolina 19-21 October. Where both of them
will have an opportunity to advance to the 2018 BASSMASTER Classic. Congratulations and Good Luck.

‘a

(see page two for additional pictures from the 2017 B.A.S.S. Western Divisional)
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